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BY LANCE RINCEL :

WEERERD Exiron

n a cool Thursday evening a
week hbefore Christmas,
1 women and ssven men stand
in various attitudes on the stage
of tha onetime cow ham that 15
moww the Ethel and Sydoey Kweskin Theatre
in Stnmford. Fidgeting, Arms folded. Knees
bending. Hands clasped, or jammead in
kuts,

They have come [mm all over the arca,
They are all shapes and sizes, and comples-
ions, Although Curtain Call has chosen a
classic play Tor its 5 |-i||.$ production —
Tennessee Williams' A Strestear Named
Desire™ — the approach taken by this com-
mumnity theser group will be deliberaely
noniraditional,

Chver the noxt two hours, direcior Kenn
Waodard, producer Lynne Colatrella and
their creative t=xm will hear the lines of
Blanche DuBais, that quintessential faded
fewer of white Sowbem anisiocracy, rexd in
a varicly of accenis, by aciresses whose
bloodlings trace back to Africa, the
Caribbean, Eumllac. Latin America. "

Theee's a similar openness (o the casting
of Stella, Blanche's sister; Siella’s working-
classhushaml, Stanley Kowalski; and indesd,
o every pan in the ;DL]I. large and small

“You're all extremely talentzd,” Woodard
tell= the aspinng actors, And s tnws: The dis-

arare

irst pound of auditions. Now it's enliback
night, and the director adds, “[1's all a matoer
tharight combinatian,” So the hopefuls ane

M il t of Stamford will play Blanche DdBals In Curtaln Call's productlon of “A Streetear Hamed Deslra” by
“Tannesses #mmmﬁ. She says, “A black actor doesn’t gat a rola Bka this very often. . . . The multlethnle character of the ah

Is what makes B Interaating. | ean't walt

£ - : %

trag already made it throuph the |

asked tostanc ingether, read iogether, in wos
and threes. “They could be sisters,” some-
baody half-whispers as two of the women
stund silenly side by side.

Finally, the whole is lined uponstage
one last time, thanked and dismizsed. For the
next 45 minules, stickers are 'placed on
resumes and pictuncs 34 Woodard and Cola-
trella, asspciate producer Deb Rosman and
stage manager Pat MeCoy mave the piclures
aboyt, matching tem up, reordering them,

ventundly, M ite: Lautant of STARS]
‘ fond, an amnﬁﬁw—mﬁﬁk ol A
Blanche. Jim Slocum of Stamfiord, 2 lock-

smith who has spent iwo yexrs pursl;_i:a', the
of Stanley, gess his opporunity, Lavren
| ;Ptmt-.ldad:; Sloewin is while.

~Fire part of Stella 10 a promi
r;mn Iﬂl:ma actrcss, ﬁ‘m:m woeks, she
withtraws and 15 replaced by Keilana Smith

— who returns in triumph from the audinon

1o her workplace, only 1o have a while do-

waorker ask incresdulowsly, “A Mack Stella™

Smith has just taken 2 semester off from her

studies to pursue her dream of acting. She is

e than happy 1o commute hgmn. from

Cueens, MY, 1o Manhaitan 1o Stamford, to

attend rehearsals,

Says director Woodand, [ want 1o da a fo
of psychological wirk — then [ want to just
do it OF the easting process, traditional or
not, he adds with a mexiure of wearincss and
oo cheer, “It's like adopting erphans.”

January mght, the “Strectcar” cast is gathered
aroumid thres wooden tables under a ceiling
strung with theater lights in the more intimae

to sen it evolve.”

g
Diressing Room Theatre across the lune (v
the Kweskin. e
Ilisdns:mndmifanmdnﬁuw;h. o
rent arvives with-a hape cup of colfes. Shis
and Shocum read aloud the inavitable, rﬁ
canfrontation betwoen Stankey and Blanchis
near the enil of the play. It is a 1ense sceipd:
and as they speak, the actors put cscalatin
tension into their reading, "lGood energy?
Woodard says a3 the reading moves on to the
final scene, which invalves much of the cisi

" the energy up.” twi=l
m the reading, the acties beeak (nio,
smaller groups, AL this point Woodard is
stressing character development. He has
asked overy m;mb'.'t of the cast (o credd s
biography for his or her chameter —|
diwn mg-lrﬂuh . -
Charles Glaser, whe porirays Mih;
Blanche's -natured, awlkwird miWrELi
aired with £ as Blanche. He descrl
itch's ide 1o work, analyzes his charac
relationship with his mother. Lauket
recounts a sceannio she has figursd out
TURMN TO STREETCAR, i
Ty
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Four weeks after callhacks, on o snowy '
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